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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND QRIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYS!ICAL APPEARANCE

The Virginia Trust Company building is a pure expression of America's Neo-Classical
Revival rendered in heroic proportions. Its facade is in the form of a Roman triumphal
arch with an overall height of ninety-one feet. Located on Main Street, in the heart
of Richmond's fimancial district, the building is handsomely framed by the Neo-Classical
First and Merchants tower on the east and by the Miesian-style Ross Building on the west.
Though considerably lower than either of its neighbors the grand scale of the Virgiria
Trust Company prevents the building from being dwarfed. Constructed of white granite
with terra cotta ornament, the facade, which is reminiscent of the Arch of Titus, consists
of massive piers supporting a fourteen-foot-deep Corinthian entablature above which is a
twelve-foot attic. The attic is broken by two slight projections directly above the arch.
The arch itself is some forty-eight feet high from street level to soffit and is approxi-
mately twelve feet deep, The soffit 1s ornamented with three rows of coffers each having
rosettes, The spandrels have foliated borders with foliated wreaths encircling the bank's
seals. The scrolled keystone features a female figure in full relief, from which the head i
unfortunately has been lost. Other ornament on the facade includes anthemion bands at the °
impost blocks and at the top of the entablature, and foliated bands along the architrave.,
In the entablature frieze is the inscription: 'VIRGINIA TRUST COMPANY", and in the center j
panel of the attic is the inscription "FOUNDED 1892 / ERECTED 1920." A

Aside from its great arch the bank has five openings on the facade. A small window
at the base of the east pier lights the president's office; a corresponding doorway at
the base of the west pier opens into the building's main stairwell, In the stone screen B
at the base of the great arch are three openings: the main entrance which is surrounded %
by an architrave and topped by an entablature inscribed: "VIRGINIA TRUST COMPANY", and i
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two small unornamented windows on either side. The arch itself is filled with a great
window with panes separated by bronze mullions. The panes can be opened by use of a
complex but ingenious hand-operated mechanism. The area of the window below the arch
is set in a bronze frame ornamented with rich arabesques in relief.

The bank's interior consists of an enormous banking room, fifty feet high, which
occupies the majority of the interior volume. The walls of the room have a gold marble
rusticated base above which is a series of fluted pilasters framing scored plaster panels.
The pilasters employ a simplified Corinthian order. ' Its entablature features a frieze
richly ornamented with anthemions and scrolls. Crowning the whole is a magnificent gilded
plaster ceiling of extraordinary richness., A tour-de-force of Classical decoration,
virtually every surface of the coffered ceiling is ornamented with some form of ancient ;
motif. Accenting the whole are the elaborate rosettes in each coffer. The center of the
ceiling is occupied by a twenty-three-foot square surrounded by a lush border of fruits
and foliage in relief. Within the border is a Corinthian entablature from which springs
a glass octagonal dome. A large metal chandelier hangs from the dowe's center., Two
similar chandeliers provide additional light. ‘

On the floor, the center of the room is a public space containing two stone desks.
Around this space is a gold marble screen composed of Tuscan piers supporting a plain
entablature. The bays in the west side of the screen frame tellers' cages, on the east
the screen separates the public from an open office area formerly furnished with mahogany :
roll-top desks. Opposite the main entrance the screen has a center doorway topped by a
segmental pediment. Immediately through this opening is the safe deposit vault.
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Above the vault and filling in the rear portion of the room is a mezzaniue which
projects in the center above the vault, In the center of the mezzanine's

(See Continuation Sheet #1)

o S & L



b2

2 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD . : . AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTCRIC —ARCHEDLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING ) _LANDSCAVPE ARCHITECTURE - ._BEL]GJON

_'1400-1_499 —ARCHEQLOGY-HISTORIC - _~CONSERVATION ;_LAW .SCIENCE

- 1500-1599 AGRICULTURE - . —ECONOMICS . —LITERATURE . ~—-SCULPTURE
. 1600-18%9 KARCHITECTURE '_ —EDUCATION —MILITARY ‘ | __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC -~—THEATER )
~-1800-1899 X COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —~—PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
X _1900- _COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY ' _POLIfICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY}

—tNVENTIGN
SPECIFIC DATES 1920 BUXOER/ARCHITECT  Alfred Charles Bossom

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Completed im 1921, the Virginia Trust Company Building is one of the foremost examples
of America's Neo-Classical Revival, and its main banking room is the grandest and best
preserved of its type in the Commonwealth, 1In vogue from the 1890s through the 1920s
the Neo-Classical Revival was inspired by the monumental architecture of the ancient

‘world and found itself expressed most frequently in public buildings, museums, railroad

stations, and banks, buildings all necessarily large. The style was especially favored
in America where its grandiose scale and clean lines appealed more to Republican plutocrats

‘than did the florid and more essentially regal Beaux Arts style. Having a facade patterned

directly after a Roman triumphal arch, the Virginia Trust Company Building is moxe in the
spirit of the Neo-Classicism than most, and the building's lavish use of granite, marble,
bronze, and mahogany exemplifies the richness of materials and fine craftsmanship asso-
ciated with the style. Of special significance is the bank's magnificent gilded, coffered

: ceiling. Heavily encrusted with Classical ornaments, the ceiling ranks with the finest
' examples of its type.

Leaders of the Neo-Classical Revival include the architectural firms of McKlm, Mead

" and White, and John Russell Pope. The architect of the Virginia Trust Company, Alfred

Charles Bossom (18831-1965), was as able as his more towering contemporaries, but his
oeuvre has received little study. Bossom was born in London and was educated at the

. Royal Academy Schools. He came to America in 1903 and set up an office in New York City
 where he practiced until 1926 when he returned to England. During that period he received
. commissions for buildings throughout the country; his Virginia works include the former

headquarters building for the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad, the Union Bank of Richmond
{demolished 1935), as.well as the Virginia Trust Company., The associate architects for

© the Virginia Trust Project were Carneal and Johnston of Richmond. After his return to

~England Bossom had a distinguished career in politics. He was elected to Parliament in
1931, was made a baromet in 1953, and was created a life peer in 1960.
The company for which Bossom provided so dignified a setting was formed in 1892 as the |

first institution of its type in Virgimia. Trust companies were a new concept in the South |

~ then; normal banks were not permitted to have trust departments and special enabling
: legislation was required to charter the Richmond company. Richmond's tobacco industry, as

well as banking leaders, were mainly responsible for fostering the need for corporate

" executors and trustees, and many heads of the tobacce companies served on the Virginia

Trust's first board of directors. The first president was James B, Pace, a tobacco

" manufacturer who at the time was also the president of Planters National Bank (later
' State Planters Bank, now United Virginia Bank). Other Richmonders serving on the board
~were T, C. Williams, Jr., Joseph Bryan, and C. W. Branch. The.company had three locations

before it found its home at 821 East Main Street in the heart of Richmond's financial

:dl%trlct. That Main Street address was acquired in 1919 and construction of Bossom's

' building began shortly afterward. It was opened for business on May 31, 1921. In 1973
| the company merged with the Virginia National Bank and its name ceased to_exist in 1976

(See Continuation Sheet #1)
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DESCRIPTION

balustrade is a handsome clock. On the rear wall above the mezzanine is a large
arched window flanked by smaller rectangular windows, Located under the mezzanine
are various offices including the Tudor-style directors' room paneled in mahogany’
with an elaborate strapwork plaster ceiling. Additional office space is located
in the two floors above the banking room. Thisg area is reached by the stair in
the west pier. More offices, as well as four large vault rooms, are on the lower
level., Storage, utility, and furnace rooms are in the sub basement In all, the
building has six levels,

Except for the loss of the original furniture, the building stands virtually
unaltered and in an excellent state of preservation. -
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when the company's operatlons were moved to the Wheat Securities Building nearby.
That same year the granite arched building at 821 East Main was sold to the
Virginia Mutval Savings and Loan Company which will make its headquarters there.

CCL/MTP




S

3MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Bossom, Alfred Charles. Photocopy of original architectural drawings, in archives of the

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, 12 sheets, dated 1919.
Mattison, Lewis. Heritage 9_f__'§_ Half Century. Richmond, Virginia: 1942. .
McDowell, Charles L., Jr. '"The Virginia Trust Company of Richmond, Virginia". Common-
wealth, June, 1957.. _
0'Neal, William B. _Architectural Drawing in Virginia 1819~1969. Charlottesville,

Virginia: 1969 _ TSe® Continuation Sheet #1)
B{IJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __Less than one acre

UTM REFERENCES

AjL,8] |218,416,8,0 |4,1]5,71L, 6,0 Y P O T T A

ZONE EASTING NQRTHING .. ZONE EASTING NORTHING

CLJ_'IIIJII‘JJlll_lilll. MD[llllllLlJ'LlJlltJ

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

TIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE cone COUNTY \ CODE
STATE CODE - COUNTY CODE
MAME / TITLE
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Staff : ' .
ORGANIZATION DATE
Viveinia Historic Landmarks Commissian ) T;mn.;rrv 1977
STREET & NUMHER TELEPHORE
221 Governor Street - (804) 786-31l44
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Richmond, Virginia

¥Z]STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ ‘ STATE X _ LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law B9-665) )
hareby nominate this proparty for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has bean evaluated accoirding to the
Zthe Mationa! Park Service.

g r'e
critaria and proc?ur sét T)ﬂ
’7 ]z,
STATE Hlsmm;./PRE FRVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE
Tun¥us R. Fishburne, Jr., Executive Director DATE

TITLE

Virginia Historie Landmarks Commission
FORNPS USE ONLY . T L _
" | HEREBY CERTIFY. THAT THIS PROPERTY 5 INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER -

OATE

DTRECTOR, OFFIGE OF ARCHEOLGGY AND RISTORIC PRESERVATION

ATTEST: e DATE

“REEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER -

P B92. 133




TR
U nion: Theolgie
N Semirary g

S .
hntft‘ Mémotial s

= ol
i | BROO -
i i K{ﬁé: I

Chittreds.
IR

T
b
!

e

J

IRGINTA

N {" = b
AW
TN
,','-:%Cullékiat& Y
Eh 4

"S'spit'

" S i
A5 High S¢h-

. i
& Mosiueim Park

T ; T Chra
‘u]Dl;::‘\,H, __m_ _= : ?
igh Sehr. . N ) A

: ) I '_/5
oo States™, '?G\\

BRcenitentiary s,
i? : N F

HOLE ywooy
CEMETEIY "

¥

VIRGINTA MUTUAL
UTY References:

T

h ':urth'.\si‘?d‘ . :
'Sk M .
' T
Motchkiss
N kﬁfghfm,}’ark
i SC’?\

(scale: 1:2L003)

1964 (PR 1968, 197L)

BUTLDING, RICZMOND, VIRGIXNIA

A - 18220680 [u1571€0

@ . 2t Jahns
£ Moite it NG e
vV Academy e

W, g oS

e SREALRY



